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AMATEUR STATION VANITY CALL SIGN SYSTEM

A vanity call sign may be requested for a primary or club station.  A call sign is selected by the FCC
from a list of call signs requested by the station licensee or license trustee.  RACES and military
recreation stations are not eligible for a vanity call sign.  File your request on either, but not both, the
interactive electronically-filed Forms 610-V and 159 or the document Forms 610-V and 159.  Both
versions are available from the Internet site <http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/amateur>.  To facilitate the
processing of requests for vanity call signs each workday, electronically filed Forms 610-V for which
the filing fee and Form 159 have been received will be processed first followed by document Forms
610-V and 159.  The fee for a vanity call sign is reviewed annually as part of the Commission’s
regulatory fee structure.  For the current fee amount, please refer to the Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau Fee Filing Guide, FCC Form 1070-V, or phone the FCC’s National Call Center toll free 1-
888-225-5322.  Payment is accepted by check (payable to “FCC”), bank draft, money order or credit
card.  DO NOT SEND CASH.

The following call signs are not available for assignment:
(1) KA2AA-KA9ZZ, KC4AAA-KC4AAF, KC4USA-KC4USZ, KG4AA-KG4ZZ, KC6AA-

KC6ZZ, KL9KAA- KL9KHZ, KX6AA-KX6ZZ;
(2) Any call sign having the letters SOS or QRA-QUZ as the suffix;
(3) Any call sign having the letters AM-AZ as the prefix;
(4) Any 2-by-3 format call sign having the letter X as the first letter of the suffix;
(5) Any 2-by-3 format call sign having the letters AF, KF, NF, or WF as the prefix and the

letters EMA as the suffix;
(6) Any 2-by-3 format call sign having the letters NA-NZ as the prefix;
(7) Any 2-by-3 format call sign having the letters KP, NP or WP as the prefix and the numeral

0, 6, 7, 8 or 9;
(8) Any 2-by-2 format call sign having the letters KP, NP or WP as the prefix and the numeral

0, 6, 7, 8 or 9;
(9) Any 2-by-1 format call sign having the letters KP, NP or WP as the prefix and the numeral

0, 6, 7, 8 or 9;
(10) Call signs having the single letter prefix (K, N or W), a single digit numeral 0, 1, 2, 3,

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and a single letter suffix are reserved for the special event call sign system.
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The requestor may list up to twenty-five call signs in order of preference.  The exact prefix, numeral,
and suffix must be given for each call sign.  Requests stated in general terms such as, “Any call sign
with my initials” or “Any call sign having the prefix (or suffix)______” will be dismissed.  The first
assignable call sign on the list for which the requestor is eligible will be shown on the license grant for
the requestor’s station and the original call sign will be vacated.  Objections to the assignment of
requested call signs would not be entertained at the FCC.  However, this does not hamper any party
from asserting such rights as it may have under private law in some other forum.  Should an
appropriate forum determine that a station should not utilize a particular call sign, the initial
assignment of a call sign will not serve as a bar to the making of a different assignment.  The FCC
does not consider an individual to be a former holder where the call sign was originally obtained
through bribery, fraud, favoritism or other improper means.

USING THE INTERACTIVE ELECTRONICALLY FILED FORMS 610-V AND 159 – To
access instructions, click your mouse button with the pointer on the highlighted portion of the item for
which you need assistance.  Press your <enter> key to submit your application.  If you have provided
the required information, the screen will prompt you with a Fee Remittance Advice, FCC Form 159,
that you must complete, print and mail together with the fee to Federal Communications
Commission, P. O. Box 358994, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5994.  The Form 159 and the fee must be
received within ten (10) days of electronically filing your Form 610-V or your application will be
dismissed.

USING THE DOCUMENT FORMS 610-V AND 159 – The document Forms 610-V and 159 are
also available from the Fax-on-demand system by calling (202) 418-0177 from the handset of a
facsimile machine, or from the FCC’s forms contractor by calling (800) 418-FORM (3676).  Your
application package (completed document Form 610-V with a copy of your license attached, Form
159 and the proper fee in a sealed envelope) must show this mailing address: Federal
Communications Commission, Wireless Bureau Applications, P. O. Box 358130, Pittsburgh, PA
15251-5130.  If your application package is delivered by hand or courier, it must be prepared as
described and sealed in a second, outer envelope showing this courier address:  Federal
Communications Commission, c/o Mellon Bank, 525 William Penn Way, 27th Floor, Room 153-2713,
Pittsburgh, PA 15259, Attn: Wholesale Lockbox Shift Supervisor. [Note:  Do not use the courier
address as a mailing address and vice-versa].

You must hold an unexpired amateur  operator/primary station license grant of the proper operator
class, as described below, to request a vanity call sign for your primary station.  To request a vanity
call sign for a club station, you must also hold an unexpired club station license grant listing you as the
license trustee.  Your name and mailing address as shown on your current license grant must be
correct.  If you license grant has expired, or if your name or address has changed, you must first
request modification of your license grant to show the correct information by filing FCC Form 610 or,
in the case of a club station, FCC Form 610-B.  Refer to the licensee database to verify that the call
sign you are requesting is not already assigned.  The license grant of the former holder now deceased
must be deleted from the licensee database.  This is accomplished by submitting a signed request for
license grant cancellation accompanied by a copy of an obituary that shows the date of death, or death
certificate to the FCC, 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245 prior to filing the application
for a vanity call sign.  The autogrant system does not include review of any document, except a copy
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of your license, attached to Forms 159 and 610-V.  Even where a call sign does not appear on the
database, it may not be available for assignment.  For additional information on the assignment status
of call signs, contact the FCC’s copy contractor, International Transcription Services [717-337-1433].
 A call sign is normally assignable two years following license expiration, surrender, revocation, set
aside, cancellation, void ab initio, or death of the grantee.  Where a vanity call sign for which the most
recent recipient was ineligible is surrendered, cancelled, revoked or voided, the two-year requirement
does not apply.  For explanations of Groups A, B, C and D and the geographic Regions, see Fact
Sheet PR5000 Number 206-S, AMATEUR STATION SEQUENTIAL CALL SIGN SYSTEM.

REQUEST BY LIST (PRIMARY OR CLUB STATION) – Provide a list of up to 25 call signs in
the order of your preference.  The first assignable call sign on your list will be assigned to your station.
 When so requesting for your primary or club station:

~The call sign must have been unassigned for at least two years.
~If you are an Amateur Extra Class operator, each call sign must be in Group A, B, C or D.
~If you are an Advanced Class operator, each call sign must be in Group B, C or D.
~If you are a General, Technician Plus, or Technician Class operator, each call sign must be in
  Group C or D.
~If you are a Novice Class operator, each call sign must be in Group D.
~Each call sign must be one designated for the Region of your mailing address as follows        
 (refer to Fact Sheet PR5000 Number 206-S for additional mailing address requirements):

*One of the contiguous 48 states – Regions 1 to 10.
*Alaska – Regions 1 to 11.
*American Samoa – Regions 1 to 10, or Region 13 having numeral 8.
*Commonwealth of Northern Marianna Islands – Regions 1 to 10, or Region 13
    having numeral 0.
*Guam – Regions 1 to 10, or Region 13 having numeral 2.
*Hawaii – Regions 1 to 10, or Region 13 having numeral 6 or 7.
*Puerto Rico – Regions 1 to 10, or Region 12 having numeral 3 or 4.
*Virgin Islands – Regions 1 to 10, or Region 12 having numeral 2.

REQUEST BY FORMER HOLDER (PRIMARY STATION) – For your primary station, you
may request a call sign that was previously assigned to your primary, secondary, repeater, auxiliary
link, control or space station.  When so requesting for your primary station:

~You may request your former call sign even though it has been unassigned for less than two
years.  The two-year requirement does not apply to an otherwise eligible primary station if the
call sign was previously assigned to a station of the requestor.
~You do not have to hold a class of operator license required for the Group (A, B, C or D) for
the call sign requested.  A call sign request by a former holder may be from any Group in the
sequential system.
~Your mailing address does not have to be in the Region designated in the sequential system
for the call sign requested.  A call sign requested by a former holder may be in any Region.

REQUEST BY CLOSE RELATIVE OF FORMER HOLDER NOW DECEASED (PRIMARY
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STATION) – For your primary station, you may request a call sign that was previously assigned to
the primary, secondary, repeater, auxiliary link, control or space station of your now-deceased spouse,
child, grandchild, stepchild, parent, grandparent, stepparent, brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister,
aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, or in-law.  When so requesting for your primary station:

~You may request the former call sign of a close relative now deceased even though it has
been unassigned for less than two years.  Upon the death of the holder, a call sign is assignable
immediately to an otherwise eligible primary station of a close relative.
~You must be an Amateur Extra Class operator to request a Group A call sign.
~You must be an Amateur Extra or Advanced Class operator to request a Group B call sign.
~You must be an Amateur Extra, Advanced, General, Technician Plus, or Technician Class
operator to request a Group C call sign.
~You must be an Amateur Extra, Advanced, General, Technician Plus, Technician or Novice
class operator to request a Group D call sign.
~Your mailing address does not have to be in a Region designated in the sequential system for
the call sign requested.  A call sign requested by a close relative of former holder now
deceased may be in any Region.
~You must show your relationship to the deceased person exactly as listed in the instruction,
i.e., “child”, “niece” or “in-law”.

REQUEST BY FORMER HOLDER (CLUB STATION) – For the club station for which you are
the license trustee, you may request a call sign that was previously assigned to that station.  When so
requesting for a club station:

~You may request your club station’s former call sign even though it has been unassigned for
less than two years.  The two-year requirement does not apply to an otherwise eligible club
station if the call sign was previously assigned to the club station for which the requestor is the
license trustee.
~You do not have to hold a class of operator license required for the Group (A, B, C or D) for
the call sign requested.  A call sign request by former holder may be from any Group in the
sequential system.
~Your mailing address does not have to be in the Region designated in the sequential system
for the call sign requested.  A call sign requested by a former holder may be in any Region.

REQUEST IN MEMORIAM (CLUB STATION) – If you are the license trustee for your club
station, you may request in memoriam for your club station the call sign previously shown on the
primary, secondary, repeater, auxiliary link, control or space station license of a deceased person who
was a member of the club.  When so requesting in memoriam for your club station:

~You may request the call sign even though it has been less than two years following the death
of the club member.  Upon the death of the holder, the call sign is assignable immediately to an
otherwise eligible club station.
~You must have in your station records a written statement (do not send to FCC unless
requested) from a spouse, child, grandchild, stepchild, parent, grandparent, stepparent, brother,
sister, stepbrother, stepsister, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, or in-law of the deceased confirming
the deceased person’s association with the club and showing consent of the relative to your
request.
~You must be an Amateur Extra Class operator to request a Group A call sign.
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~You must be an Amateur Extra or Advanced Class operator to request a Group B call sign.
~You must be an Amateur Extra, Advanced, General, Technician Plus, or Technician Class
operator to request a Group C or D call sign.
~Your mailing address does not have to be in the Region designated in the sequential system
for the call sign requested.  A call sign requested in memoriam may be in any Region.
~You must enter the relationship to the deceased person giving consent exactly as listed in the
instruction, i.e., “child”, “niece” or “in-law”.

Access the FCC’s web site at <http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/amateur> for the electronically-filed
Forms 610-V and 159, Fact Sheet PR5000 Number 206-S AMATEUR STATION SEQUENTIAL
CALL SIGN SYSTEM  and answers to frequently asked questions about the vanity call sign
system.  For general information, contact the FCC’s National Call Center at 1-888-225-5322
(CALLFCC).

-FCC-


